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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the Virgin Islands: 1 

SECTION 1.  Title 12, chapter 10, section 402 of the Virgin Islands Code is amended as 2 

follows: 3 

(a) In subsection (a), by inserting the following at the end thereof: 4 

“The public individually and collectively, also has the right to suitable access, such as roads, 5 

sidewalks, and handicapped access to the shorelines.  The owner or owners of the property that the 6 

public uses to access the shoreline must provide a path for vehicles and disabled individuals, and 7 



2 
 

a path for civilians to walk.  Failure to comply with this section will result in a fine of not less than 1 

$1,500.  An additional fine of $500 shall be imposed every ninety (90) days that the violation 2 

continues to exist after the owner of the property is notified in writing of the violation.  Any second 3 

or subsequent failure to comply with this section will result in the said fines being multiplied by a 4 

factor equivalent to the number failures to comply recorded against the property owner or owners.” 5 

(b) By adding a new subsection (c) to read as follows: 6 

“(c) The Department of Planning and Natural Resources shall enforce this section and 7 

investigate all reported violations of this section.” 8 

Bill Summary 9 

This Bill amends title 12, chapter 10, section 402 of the Virgin Islands Code by requiring 10 

owners of shoreline property to provide the public with suitable access to the shorelines, imposing 11 

fines for failure to comply with this requirement, and granting the Department of Planning and 12 

Natural Resources enforcement and investigative authority regarding shoreline access. 13 
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